The school year in Rwandais different from what we are used to in Europe, where the school year
starts in Septemberand endsinJune. InRwandathe school yearstarts in February and runs up to
November. InJuly there was aholiday of two weeks, a break between second and third term.

We used these two weeks to have some holiday activities with the children at Meg Foundation. At
the same time, we had a visitorfrom Spain. She introduced the children to puppets: making all
differentkinds of puppets, making masks and also using the puppetsinalittle show. ltwasall new
to the children buttheysoon lovedit and couldn’t stop playing with their self-made puppets.

Making masks with paper bagsand paintingthem was
really fun. For many childrenitwas the first time using
paintbut they used theirimagination to make
beautiful and colourful masks.




Once the children made their puppets,
Elisabetintroducedthemtousingthem. The
children were all earsto the stories she was
telling.

Theyloveditso muchthat some continued
making extra paintings. Holdingabrushas
well asscribbling with acrayonimprovesthe
fine motorskills of children. These two weeks
of fun activities gave the children at Meg
Foundation so many opportunities to develop
theirmotorskills whiletheir creativity is

encouraged.




Afterthe physical activities the children
were so hungry, so porridge and, forsome
them, lunch was provided. First washing
theirhands, and then everybody was setto
fill their stomach.

Between making puppets
and playing with puppets
there was also time for
rugby. The rugby teacher
introduced the kids to the
rugby ballin a playful way.
Workingtogetherasa team
was one of the goalsinalot
of these games.




The children had a wonderful time during
these two weeks, packed with play, crafts
and funwithoutrealisingthey were
learning new skills.



