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In Brief: The Kinamba Community Project and Meg Foundation were founded in
2007 with the aim of bringing education to local children from disadvantaged
families and to work towards reducing poverty in the area. For full details please
visit the website at www.kinambacommunityproject.org.uk

The Meg Foundation currently has over 160 nursery students between the ages
of three and ten. It runs an after school programme for over 80 primary school
students. Of these 80 children, 24 have sponsors. The foundation also runs a
feeding programme for all the students and sponsors six secondary students. In
addition to the programmes offered to children, there is also a women’s craft
group, which has around 20 members.

The foundation raises money through sponsorship, individual donations and the
sales from the women’s craft group, for example, necklaces, baskets, aprons, dolls
and shopping bags.

The staff at the Meg Foundation have been or are also sponsored. Some are
completing courses such as teaching certificates, accounting degrees and home
economic courses.

Here are a few faces that are part of the Meg Foundation: The village chief, Meg,
teachers, guard/handyman, cook, cleaner, members of the women’s craft shop
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This is my fourth time in Rwanda and my third at the Meg Foundation working
with the children during their school holidays.

School Holidays: The school holidays run from the end of October to January.
There is an announcement on the radio shortly in the New Year telling the
teachers and families when school will resume. Rwandan students must complete
six years of primary education before sitting the national exam for entrance into a
high school. Successful students are then allocated to a high school somewhere in
Rwanda. For many families the extra expenses of transportation, accommodation
and food is too much. The average age range of primary students in years one and
two is from 6 to 12 years, for years three and four, 8 to 16 years and high school
students are in their early 20s.

Summer Programme: All of the children in the Meg Foundation’s after school
programme were invited to join the summer programme. | had over 70
enthusiastic children divided into two sessions, mornings and afternoons.
Children in years one and two came in the mornings from 8 am to 12 noon.
Sometimes, however, they would start arriving as early as 7am. Children in years
three and four attended the afternoon sessions from 1 pm to 5 pm. Occasionally, |
found myself pushing them out the door around 6 pm so that they would be
home before dark and before the rain.

On a few occasions, | would arrive in class to find a new face or two that belonged
to younger siblings of those attending the summer programme, or a child from
the village who had seen or heard us playing and wanted to join in.

Our days were action packed and filled with a variety of activities. We did have a
few days where we were washed out from the torrential down pour, which is
uncommon this time of year.

| tried to organise as many fun and interesting activities as possible, included
were activities that the children wouldn’t normally participate in during school or
in their day to day lives. Activities were also selected to practise and help improve
their reading, writing and listening skills. These activities included: drama, arts
and crafts, watching movies, group activity work, such as writing short stories and
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songs, then presenting them to the rest of the class. The children also participated
in story telling, team games, and sports such as relays and the much loved game
of football/soccer.

On our last day, we had a small party and a short presentation where the

children received a portfolio of all their work, a magazine similar to this one and
an individual and group photo.

The following pages are filled with some of the many pictures taken, capturing
samples of the children’s hard work and fun times had here at the Kinamba
Community Project and Meg Foundation this past month. | hope you enjoy

looking over them.

Porridge is given to all students as part of the daily feeding programme.
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Writing Activities




Lights, Camera and Action
Little Red Riding Hood and the Monster
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Arts and Crafts




Movie Wednesdays
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All together now
“Here in Kinamba, we have fun, fun, fun, fun, fun,
We play games and we run, run, run, run, run,
We sing songs and we sing, sing, sing, along,

Because here in Kinamba,

'”

We have fun, fun, fun, fun, fun!

The Meg Foundation takes on volunteers throughout the year. For further
information please contact Meg on info@kinambaproject.org.uk and please feel

free to forward on the email address to any interested parties. There is also a
Facebook group: “Kinamba Community Project”
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